
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Curtilage Policy              

 

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER Manager of Finance & Corporate Services 

 
OBJECTIVE 

To establish policy, in accordance with Section 28(2) of the Rates and Charges (Rebates and 
Deferments) Act 1992, that details the Shire of Tammin’s need for determining Curtilage. 

SCOPE 
 
This policy applies to the Manager of Finance and Corporate Services, Rates Officer and affected 
ratepayers. 
 

POLICY 
 
Introduction 

Section 28(2) of the Rates and Charges (Rebates and Deferments) Act 1992 provides that: 

 
“Where although land is used as the ordinary place of residence of an applicant 
or registered person it is not the sole use of that land, the administrative authority 
may apportion the prescribed charge, and any rebate allowable, according to — 

a) the extent to which the land is so used as a place of residence; and 
b) any other use,  

on a basis proportionate to the respective uses.” 

This provision enables an administrative authority (the Shire of Tammin) to allow a concession, 
in an equitable way, to the part of the rates levied relating to the residential use of a commercial 
property, if the circumstances warrant. For example, if a pensioner resides in a house that is 
on land also used for cropping. 
 
This policy was created to identify the method that the Shire of Tammin will use to calculate the 
pensioner rebate on curtilage/dual use properties. 
 
Principles 
Concessional rebates are applied in a fair and equitable manner for all concessional 
ratepayers. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Provisions 
Provision of a proportionate rebate 
A rebate shall only be applied if the resident has demonstrated they are entitled to such rebate 
by completing the appropriate application form, including provision of their concession details. 
 
The Rates Officer is to verify the concession entitlement using the Centrelink Confirmation 
eServices for businesses, and the ratepayer’s ownership of the property using a Landgate title 
search. 

If the ratepayer is eligible the Rates Officer is to use the following method to calculate the 
rebate to be applied: 

Rates Officer is to ascertain area of property that is solely used for residential purposes. This involves 
consultation with the applicant as well as mapping tools. 
The rates levied are to be portioned based on the respective areas: 

 

 

 
For example if the rates levied are $2,000, the total property area is 60 Ha and the area solely 
used for residential purposes is 5 Ha the rates on which a concession would be applied is as 
follows: 

 
The concession is to be applied on $166.67 
If the ratepayer is a pensioner, and they are entitled to a 50% rebate, the rebate amount to be 
claimed from the Office of State Revenue would be $83.33, calculated as follows: 

 

If the area used for residential purposes cannot be determined then an arbitrary two (2) 
hectares is to be used as permitted by the Office of State Revenue. 
 

The Finance Manager is to ensure compliance with this policy. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DEFINITIONS 
 
Not applicable 
 

RELEVANT LEGISLATION/LOCAL LAW 
Local Government Act 1995 

Financial Management Regulations 

Rates and Charges (Rates and Deferments) Act 1992  

Office Use Only 

Relevant Delegations Nil 

Council Adoption Date  Resolution #  

Reviewed/Modified Date  Resolution #  

Reviewed/Modified Date  Resolution #  

Reviewed/Modified Date  Resolution #  

 


